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Devotionsñwhere 

do I begin?  That was 

the question for me.  

My parents did 

devotions and I 

would do a little 

devotion now and 

then but they 

seemed to have little impact on my life. 

There was a patient in the hospital where 

I work whose husband was frequently 

reading his Bible and would give 

handmade cross bookmarks to the staff.  

Though his wife was very ill, he seemed 

to be at peace with it.  One day, I asked, 

òWhere do you start when you read the 

Bible?ó  He stated nonchalantly, òHow 

 

Frequently, I read the verses 3 times.  

This helps me to focus; and then specific 

phrases will jump out at me.   Sometimes, 

later in the day, these phrases will come 

back to me or will be repeated by a 

friend!  It is like God is telling me òI am 

always with you!ó  But, I have to admit 

there are also times that I read my 

devotion as I am brushing my teeth 

before heading into traffic and I canõt 

even recall what I read!  This makes me 

realize how much I need my time with 

God. 

Thanks be to God! that He always takes 

time for me even when I donõt take time 

for Him!  

about the beginning?ó  I thought, well that 

was a stupid question!  Not being a big 

reader, the Bible was intimidating for me.  

First shot, I just started reading.  I found 

it worked better to use a study Bible and 

a òread the Bible in 2 yearsó series of 

booklets.  This helped me to get a better 

understanding. 

Since then, I have used a variety of daily 

devotions.  Some seem to impact me 

more than others.  Ultimately, I have 

realized that it isnõt the devotional 

material that I am using as much as where 

my thoughts and heart are.  My 

preference is to have my time with God 

first thing in the morning before my head 

gets cluttered with my òto doó list.  

Vibrant Faith DevotionsñArnie Yeske 
Its 4:00am; the house 

is quiet, not even the 

dog stirs at this early 

hour.  The dayõs 

hustle and bustle will 

soon grab my 

attention and the 

distractions will take 

me away from the 

single most important relationship of the 

day, òGOD.ó  It is at this time that I find 

my peace, my communion with the Lord.    

In our busy lives, it sometimes seems 

impossible to find this time, and yet, 

when we do, there is harmony in our 

lives.  The Lord said, òknock and the door 

shall be opened, seek and you shall find.ó  

Part of Vibrant Faith is seeking Godõs word 

each day.  A time to ask God for direction, 

forgiveness, and to give thanks for all that  

he has given to us, a time to truly listen with 

our hearts and reflect on what we hear.   

God does speak to us in so many ways.   

Our Vibrant Faith is built on his word,   òIf 

you had even the faith as small as a mustard 

seed, you could say to this mountain, move, 

and it would move.ó  Thatõs what Iõm 

working toward.  Faith sees the invisible, 

believes the incredible, and receives the 

impossible.                

MAUNDY THURSDAY 

April 1 

Worship at 11:30 a.m. and 7 p.m.  

 

GOOD FRIDAY 

April 2 

Worship at 7 p.m.  

 

EASTER SUNDAY 

April 4 

Worship at 6:30 a.m., 8:30 a.m. and 

10:45 a.m.  

Pancake Breakfast 7:30 -8:30 a.m. 

and 9:30-10:30 a.m. 

 

EASTER WORSHIP   

Passing on Vibrant Faith Through the Four Keys:  Devotions ñServiceñRituals and Traditions ñCaring Conversations  
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One Personõs Evolution of 

Prayerñ Pastor Nancy Brown 

Kevin Kling, local author 

and storyteller, says he 

has prayed in three ways: 

òGive me,ó òHelp Me,ó 

and òThank you.ó 

When he was young, he prayed to òget 

things,ó primarily a squirrel monkey.  So 

he would ask Santa to tell Jesus to pray 

to God for one. 

As a young man, he prayed to get out of 

things. He prayed òhelp meó when the 

car he was driving too fast down a 

country road, with 3 buddies drinking 

beer, bounced into the ditch and toward 

a tree.  He prayed òhelp meó when he 

hadn't studied for a test.  He prayed 

òhelp meó when his best friend 

discovered he had hit on his girlfriend. 

After a motorcycle accident that kept 

him in the ICU for many weeks and 

most of the summer learning how to 

walk and feed himself again, his prayer 

changed to òThank you.ó   

~ Thank you for the sunshine. Thank 

you for the taste of an apple. Thank 

you for just being alive. ~ 

Kling says that he isn't sure if it's because 

he prays it more often, or if life is 

actually getting better, but that òthank 

youó is the prayer he's sticking with 

now. 

 

Godõs Peace,                                 

Pastor Nancy 

Expressions of   

Vibrant Faith 

Many people are blessed by 

God with talents where they 

are able to demonstrate their 

faith in a variety of mediums.  

We want you to share your 

faith journey with the rest of 

Christianiaõs members and 

visitors. 

If you are a quilter, painter, 

banner maker, scrap booker, 

writer, photographer, craft 

maker or have another 

medium that you would like to 

share  by displaying it at 

Christiania this spring, we 

would like you to contact us.  

The òExpressions of Vibrant 

Faithó exhibit is set for Sunday, 

April, 18.  If you have 

something already to display 

or if this is an opportunity for 

you to be creative and create 

something new, you still have 

time. 

Please contact Lucky Rimpila 

or Juli Skillman if you are 

interested in sharing your 

òExpressions of Vibrant Faithó 

this spring.  We will have a 

form for you to complete to 

identify your exhibit as well as 

share with us your inspiration 

for your work. 

The grand piano, a gift in 

memory of Kathy von 

Fischer, given to Christiania 

by Rev. Charles, Joe & Paul 

von Fischer and families, has 

been in the sanctuary for 

several months.  Our 

worship services have been 

enhanced by the music 

played on this wonderful instrument.   

On April 25, you are invited to a dedicatory piano 

recital presented by Christianiaõs own musician, 

Tom Carlson.  You wonõt want to miss this 

afternoon of music and fellowship ð Sunday, April 

25, at 3:00pm; refreshments following.  

Piano RecitalñApril 25 

This yearõs musical is òLife on the Edge.ó It is a story 

about the importance of relationships with our family, 

friends, and especially God.  òLife on the Edgeó features 

many great songs including a few hits by Steven Curtis 

Chapman.  

The musical will be 

performed on April 

25 during both 

services.  If you would 

like more information 

about it, contact Linda 

Dorn, Joe Jorgensen, 

or Tom Carlson. 

Youth MusicalñApril 25 

New Summer Worship Alternative 

Are you interested in Non-Traditional        

Music and Worship?                                             

THEN LOOK FORWARD TO JUNE!   

During the month of June we will add a second service 

at 10:20 am and this service will be non-traditional.  

The music, lyrics, liturgy, all new, all fresh!   

Come, bring your friends,                                         

and help us make this a BIG SUCCESS!                                                         

Watch for additional information                               

in the upcoming weeks.  



When the present-day Christiania Church facility was first built, a church library was 

the dream of Mary Storlie (and others).  It began in the Fellowship Hall with just a 

bookcase or two.  After the church fire, the small room which houses the present 

library was added during the reconstruction of the church 

building. 

We have now reached a point where it seems we must 

decide whether or not to completely dissolve the church 

library or drastically alter the collection and intended use 

by the congregation.  This is a decision that many 

churches are discussing, and some have already shut down 

their library facilities. 

These are our reasons for recommending a change to our library: 

1. Low check -out rate .  A majority of the library materials have not been checked 

out in 2-3 decades.  We see very few childrenõs and adult books being checked 

out.  Occasionally DVDõs for children (particularly pre-school age) are checked 

out. 

2. Limited space in our church .  Because of the limited space in our church, 

especially between services, meetings have been held in the library which conflicts 

with the few people who would come into the library to browse.  

3. Inaccessibility of materials .  Childrenõs materials get pushed against the walls, 

making them inaccessible, and books get thrown around the library.  

As a result, the library staff will be initiating the following: 

1. Current collection will be significantly downsized .  We will either hold a 

book sale and/or donate books to other charity book sales such as the one 

supporting the Northfield Hospital. 

2. Opportunity for our congregation to take items  (especially VHS tapes and 

fiction books). 

3. Move Childrenõs books and DVDõs to Sunday School wing (Young Adult 

books were moved to the Youth Room last year).  We anticipate that this will 

give the Sunday School students greater access to the materials.  They will 

continue to be checked-out and monitored by the library staff. 

The library will ultimately become a resource area for devotional materials, Bible 

research, etc.  There will be more room for meetings if the childrenõs book cube and 

DVD rack are removed.  The library will no longer accept donations of fiction books 

or most other kinds of materials (devotional or inspirational books may be 

considered).                                                        - Karen Erickson and Inez Haukoos 

The Church Library and Its Futureñ                      
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Christiania Lutheran Church  
26691 Pillsbury Avenue Lakeville, MN 55044 

Office Hours  

9:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.      Tuesday - Friday 

Telephone Numbers  

Office          952-461-2283 
Fax          952-461-4182         

Email    Kframe@ChristianiaLutheranChurch.org 

Web Address  

www.ChristianiaLutheranChurch.org 

Christiania Staff  

Dave Mesaros          Senior Pastor 

Nancy L.H. Brown     Associate Pastor 

Karen Frame        Office Manager 

Harold Martin               Custodian 

Tom Carlson Worship/Music Coordinator 

Britta Dumke       Youth Director 

Staci Thompson            Web-site/Newsletter 

Other Contacts  

Jon Heimarck    Council President 

Cheryl Schindeldecker              Altar Guild 

Debbie Lundeen         Bells Director 

Lori Clausen       Choir Director 

Linda Otto     Church Women (CLCW) 

Angie Brantner     Sunday School Superintendent 

Marv Erickson         Usher Co-Coordinator 

Daryl Rieck         Usher Co-Coordinator 

Spring Salad Luncheon               
Mark your calendars for May 12; itõs the 

annual Spring Salad Luncheon!  The 

luncheon will be held in the Fellowship Hall 

from 11:30 a.m. to approximately 1:00 p.m.  

Everyone is invitedñbring friends, 

neighbors, relatives!  The only ticket for 

entry is to bring a saladñhot or cold.  

(Since weõre not feeding 5,000 a regular-

sized salad would be great!)   

For more information, 

watch for the May 

Newsletter or call Karen 

Erickson: 952-652-2605,  

or Janice Geissler:             

952-652-2676 

Please join us for Christianiaõs Menõs Breakfast and Fellowship time.  We meet the first Friday of 

each month (except through the summer) at 6:15ñ7:00 a.m. at church.  Come prepared to 

enjoy a light breakfast, juice and coffee, while we socialize and share in an informative and fun 

fellowship time.  We will meet April 2 and May 7.                                                            

Contact Pastor Dave or Lucky Rimpila if interested or just show up! 

Menõs Breakfast & Fellowship Time 

http://www.christianialutheranchurch.org
mailto:dmesaros@christianialutheranchurch.org
mailto:nbrown@christianialutheranchurch.org
mailto:kframe@christianialutheranchurch.org
mailto:tcarlson001@luthersem.edu
mailto:bekmud21@gmail.com
mailto:sthompson@christianialutheranchurch.org
mailto:j.heimarck@mchsi.com
mailto:ottojs@frontiernet.net
mailto:angbrant@integra.net
mailto:meric@integra.net
mailto:rieckda@yahoo.com


to refer your readers to any other 

forms of communication that youõve 

created for your organization. 

You can also use this space to remind 

readers to mark their calendars for a 

regular event, such as a breakfast 

meeting for vendors every third 

Tuesday of the month, or a biannual 

charity auction. 

If space is available, this is a good 

place to insert a clip art image or 

some other graphic. 

This story can fit 175-225 words. 

If your newsletter is folded and 

mailed, this story will appear on the 

back. So, itõs a good idea to make it 

easy to read at a glance. 

A question and answer session is a 

good way to quickly capture the at-

tention of readers. You can either 

compile questions that youõve re-

ceived since the last edition or you 

can summarize some generic ques-

tions that are frequently asked about 

your organization. 

A listing of names and titles of manag-

ers in your organization is a good way 

to give your newsletter a personal 

touch. If your organization is small, 

you may want to list the names of all 

employees. 

If you have any prices of standard 

products or services, you can include 

a listing of those here. You may want 

Iringa News  

The latest news from Iringa and Bega Kwa Bega partnership, 

including a long article on the Institute of Agriculture that our 

Mark Jensen founded, is posted on the kiosk or you can go to 

http://www.spas-elca.org/news/newsletters/2010-1%20Jan-

Mar.pdf 

Ihemi calling you?  
Are you perplexed or intrigued by the excitement 

Christiania members have when they return from visiting 

our sister congregation in Ihemi, Tanzania? 

If you have interest in checking this out for yourself, 

preliminary plans are being made for a Christiania trip in the 

fall of 2011. This trip may focus around hygiene & sanitation 

training and/or enhancement to the existing water system 

and of course é relationship building! 

If you have interest in learning more or signing on, please 

contact Pastor Dave or Bo Skillman. 

Thank You  
To the entire congregation: 

Thank you so much for keeping us                                          

in your hearts during the sad and difficult times                  

during the passing of my brother.  The loss was tragic and 

unexpected; the response from you was not.  What a blessing to 

know so many of you held us and my brother in your thoughts 

and prayers.  The kind words, support and offers for help was a 

reaffirmation of faith in a situation that always challenges.  Thank 

you againñwords will not be able to fully convey how much it 

meant.  It was appreciated more than you know. 

The Kanfields   (Bill, Denise, Kaitlin and Ryan) 

Lenten and Easter Offerings      
All of the Lenten offerings will go to Lutheran Social Services, 

World Hunger and Lutheran World Relief.  The special Easter 

offerings will be used to spread the mission in Tanzania and for 

Habitat for Humanity.  There are so many needs out there today 

and we have found that these fine organizations are deserving of 

our support.   

Thank you for your generosity,                                           

Gordon StorlieñMissions Chair 

Christiania Garden                     
Itõs time to dust off those shovels and rakes and get ready for an 

even bigger garden than last year!  In the past we have had great 

support, have given abundant donations, and have had so many 

people thank us for our gifts of fresh garden grown veggies.  (Last 

year we donated more than 950 lbs. of vegetables to food shelves 

in Lakeville and Burnsville.)  This year Lutheran Social Services may 

also be a part of our gardeningñlook 

for more details next month.   

If you missed out on last yearõs 

adventures youõll want to join us this 

Summer for a lot of fun and even more 

good feelings. Check back for more 

details so you can join the fun!   

Gordon StorlieñMissions Chair 

Earth Day ñApril 22  

This is a day for us to recognize the importance of taking 

care of Godõs beautiful creation.  Take this day to reflect on 

the good things you may be doing for our environment every 

day likeñrecycling, conserving and reducing waste.   

Then try to add at least one more green activity to your life.  

Here are few simple ideas: wash your laundry in cold water, 

pay bills online, print on two sides, turn off your computer/

electronics, buy local, turn down your thermostat (up in 

Summer), replace paper towels with washable cloths, skip the 

shopping bag for small purchases or bring your own reusable 

bag, donate unneeded items rather then throwing them 

outñand pat yourself on the back if youõre doing some of 

these things already! 

Some Earth Day activities that are great things to do any day 

of the year: 

Plant a tree . This could be a fun family project. 

Clean up . Take your family to the park and clean up the 

junk left by others. 

Go on a nature walk . Enjoy the beautiful environment that 

God created for you. 
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Worship NotesñAnne Romstad 
The Lord Is Risen!   God has triumphed!  The battle is won!  Godõs love is steadfast, faithful, and everlasting!  We can sing a new 

song!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  

In Psalm 98, our devotional psalm for April, the psalmist invites us, in v. 1-3, to sing a NEW song, because the Lord has made known 

His victory.  òAll the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God.ó  This is a call to praise the Lord for òéhe has revealed 

His vindication in the sight of all nations.ó 

Psalm 98 invites us, and all creation, to join together in a song of triumph and joy because God has loved us enough to give of Himself 

ð His Son, Jesus Christ ð to defeat the forces of evil and restore man and creation to the perfect life with Him, everlasting.   Christõs 

crucifixion and resurrection is the final revelation of the grace of God who loves us so much that He wants us for His own, always. 

Psalm 98 supplies us with the words and wisdom to compose and sing our own new song of praise and thanksgiving.   May your 

Easter  Day and Easter Season be blessed with extra songs of joy.      Amen. 

Next Month ð Psalm 99                                                                                                                                                           

The Easter Season continues on through for 50 days to Sunday, May 23rd, when Pentecost and the gathering of all believers is 

celebrated.   The liturgical color is RED - for fire!   Be sure to join in worship that day  - and wear something red. 

                                       Time to mark your calendars for:                                           

Christianiaõs 2nd Annual                        

Menõs Fishing Retreat 

Weekend                            

Prayers for our  

Congregation  

Steve Aaker (medical mission trip to Peru) 

Fred Ahlstrom (Karen Lundeenõs Father) 

Polly Johnson Flaa and Wyatt Flaa 

Bob Jacobsonõs Brothers, Lee and Roy 

Bonnie Lindquist 

Martha Nelsonõs Brother, Gordon 

Eunice Ott 

Arnie Schultz 

Jim Tupa 

Billy Weilding (Sherri Mohnõs Father) 

Mark Jensen  

www.caringbridge.org/visit/markjensen 

Cody Metz   

www.caringbridge.org/visit/codymetz 

Marcy Zachmeier-Ruh  

www.caringbridge.org/visit/marcyzachmeier-ruh 

 

 

Friday, June 4 through Sunday, June 6 at Bay Lake Camp on an 

island near Deerwood, MN.  Itõs only a 2-1/2 hour drive from 

church.  We leave Friday, June 4 at 8:00 a.m. and return Sunday, 

June 6 at approximately 2:00 p.m.  All lodging and meals are a part 

of the trip.                                                                                     

Please contact Lucky Rimpila or Pastor Dave for additional 

information.  A sign-up sheet is on the kiosk. 

FISHING ééGreat fishing for sunfish, crappies, bass, perch & 

northern pike. 

FELLOWSHIP ééreflect at a pristine and relaxed setting 

amongst friends. 

FOOD & LODGING é..enjoy prepared meals and stay in a 

beautiful lodge. 

FRIENDSééWho better to talk about the big one that got 

away. Letõs double the attendance this year. 

FUNé.Relax, unwind, enjoy! 

Lunch Bunch  
The Lunch Bunch is a group of people who like to go out for 

lunch at different places.  We always go the second Wednesday 

of every month.  On April 14, the place has been changed from 

Chianti Grill in Burnsville to The Kingõs Room at St. Olaf College 

in Northfield.  If you want to car pool (parking can be a 

challenge!) meet at church at 11:00 a.m.  If you will be driving 

yourself, meet us at The Kingõs Room by 11:30 a.m.   

Reservations are needed for this event.  Call Karen Erickson: 952-

652-2605, or Janice Geissler: 952-652-2676 to reserve your place.                                

Please call by Monday, April 12. 

http://www.caringbridge.org/visit/markjensen
http://www.caringbridge.org/visit/codymetz
http://www.caringbridge.org/visit/marcyzachmeier-ruh
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Deadline for the May 2010 edition of the Christiania Newsletter is 

April 18 .  Email information to Staci Thompson at 

Sthompson@ChristianiaLutheranChurch.org & Karen Frame at 

Kframe@ChristianiaLutheranChurch.org. 
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to 

Camp  
Christiania! 

 

Swimming, crafts,  

games, skits, songs,  

campfire, Bible Study,  

canoeing, and FRIENDS! 

Location:   Camp Onomia 

Dates:        July 19-22 Monday -Thursday 

Ages:          3rd - 6th graders, members and friends of   

         Christiania participants  
Cost:        $165 (a regular week at Onomia costs $380) 

Contact:    Britta Dumke, our Youth Director, for 

         registration information 

Camp is staffed by Christiania 

adults & teens, Youth 

Director & Pastors.                      

$50 deposit is due May 1 

Recent baptisms: 

 

                                                                                                           

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

Feb. 28: William Richard Gergen, son of Matt & Lindsay 

March 21 : Brooklyn Sam Storlie, daughter of Jeremy & Jodi 

The Sunday School Rotation for April 11ð May 23 is Fruit of the Spirit. 

Kids will learn about the characteristics of a Christian - love, joy, peace, 

patience and kindness. Sunday School ends on May 23 with a Pancake 

Breakfast for everyone! 

Spring Sunday School 
Confirmation resumes Wednesday, April 14ñMay 5 from 

6:30-8:00 p.m.  (There is no class on April 7.)  Wednesday 

meals are from 5:30-6:30 for only $4 per person. 

Twenty-five confirmation points are due April 30.  Thirty-five 

points earn you òGlory in the Highestó status and an outing 

to the Water Park of America on Sunday, June 13 from 10:30 

a.m.-5 p.m. 

Confirmation Review with presentation of Faith Statements 

and personal Bible verses, photos and reception is 

Wednesday, May 12 at 7:00 p.m.  Affirmation of Baptism 

Service (confirmation) is Sunday, May 16 at 1:00 p.m. 

Confirmation News 

When confirmation students write worship notes, they are 

invited to ask questions about the service, the Bible readings, 

or anything else on their minds.  I read all worship notes and 

try to answer most of these questions on a bulletin board 

outside my office.  Hereõs a sampling of a recent Q & A: 

In the song Kyrie, what does kyrie mean?                               

Itõs Latin for òLord.ó  (And you thought you were speaking in 

tongues!) 

Who goes to hell?                                                               

All of us, if weõve ever betrayed a friend, beat them in the last 

minutes of a game, or cut someone off on the freeway.  At 

least, they tell us to go to hell!  Really, all of us go to hellé.if 

it werenõt for Jesus going there first, on our behalf.  Now we 

donõt have to! 

How do we know who God is?  I believe in him with my whole 

heart, but nobodyõs seen him, I donõt thinké.Read the bulletin 

board for this answer and more!                    - Pastor Nancy 

A Question I have is... 

 

mailto:sthompson@christianialutheranchurch.org
mailto:sthompson@christianialutheranchurch.org
mailto:kframe@christianialutheranchurch.org

