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My name is Quentin 

Du Lac, I attend 

Sunday School and 

sing in the Chorister 

Choir.  Daily 

devotions for me are 

saying a prayer 

before I eat and a 

prayer when I go to sleep!  Now before I 

run and play let me not forget to pray, 

Amen. 

Singing and dancing are another way that I 

praise the Lord, I have my own copy of 

the Christmas concert songs from several 

years ago and I like to sing and dance to it 

a lot.  These songs are special to me as 

Christmas is such a wonderful time of the 

year! 

KTIS 98.5 FM is what I listen to at home 

and in the car, asking Mom and Dad to 

please turn up the songs.  Hopefully I will 

hear these songs I like so much at church 

and can sing along as I do most of the 

time.  I hope your family will listen and 

enjoy the songs that this station plays and 

we can all sing them together at church 

someday! 

Vibrant Faith DevotionsñLucky Rimpila 

I have had and still am 

enjoying a wonderful 

faith journey in my 

life.  My parents 

brought my sister, 

bothers and I to 

Sunday school and 

made sure we 

attended confirmation and Luther League.  

I didn't have to be forced to go as I 

looked forward to those times and the 

fellowship.  I enjoyed every aspect of 

church very much. 

My pastor in Hastings, MN wanted me to 

attend the seminary and become a pastor, 

even to the extent of letting me preach 

part of the sermon on Good Friday when 

I was seventeen.  I then started writing 

poetry and published numerous poems 

relating to my faith. 

When I started running short of words, 

the Lord blessed me with the ability to 

continue my poetry through stained glass. 

I love to design and create stained glass 

pieces that might have a faith journey 

impact on others. Pieces to tell a story or 

invoke thoughts for others that might 

relate to their own lives and journey. 

Prayer has always been and continues to 

be the guide given me in my daily life as 

well as what direction God has for me in 

the future. 

             

May 2ñMotorcycle Sunday  

Traditional Services with Communion 

 
May 9ñMotherõs Day               

Paschal Candle Dedication  

8:30 a.m. Traditional Worship 

 State of Church Address/Parsonage             

 Discussion between  services 

10:45 a.m. Blended Worship 

May 16ñConfirmation at 1 p.m.  

8:30 a.m. Communion Worship with Brass 

10:45 a.m. Communion Worship with Brass 

May 23ñPentecost Sunday  

Wear something Red for fire! 

8:30 a.m. Traditional Worship 

10:45 a.m. Blended Worship 

May 27ñSummer Worship Begins  

7:00 p.m. Traditional Outdoor Service               

(ice cream sundaes) 

May 30ñMemorial Weekend  

9:00 a.m. Traditional Service 

May 31ñMemorial Day Services  

8:25 a.m. West Cemetery 

10:20 a.m. Hazelwood 

10:45 a.m. East Cemetery 

MAY WORSHIP   

Passing on Vibrant Faith Through the Four Keys:  Devotions ñServiceñRituals and Traditions ñCaring Conversations  
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Piscator Peteñ Caught More Than Taught 
Ah, the fresh crisp spring air wafts as sweet aroma over winter 

weary soul.  The best fishing arrives with the cleaning out of 

cob webs from moldy corners of the basement.  Our 

Minnesota streams are still running cold from the March run 

off numbing the toes through the waders 

while warming a face against the long soft 

sun so dearly missed over the short 

solstice of winter. 

òI love fishing this time of year,ó Piscator 

Pete said as he prayed for his waders to 

not leak on their maiden voyage in the 

river.  òAfter the long hibernation of 

snacking, these trout are ready for a full 

course meal and I intend to capitalize on 

that!  I will offer them a spring buffet.ó  

Trout and bears have similar patterns, 

hibernation followed by famishment. 

Pete continued, òI suppose you are still 

set in your pattern of not catching fish.  I 

can still see those Browns guffawing behind the rocks when 

you were skunked on Nokechum Creek.ó 

òYes,ó I admitted, òbad habits become patterns after a while.ó  

Trout respond to patterns, the same fly, the same place, the 

same colors learning from the real flies that hatch on the 

stream. 

òPatterns?ó  Pete protested.                                     

òYes, patterns.  Trout learn from patterns.   

It reminds me of my kids.  When they were young, they 

needed patterns and if I changed the schedule boy did I hear 

about it.ó  The piscator tied on a small mayfly pattern as he 

watched a trout rise near the bank.  òMore often than not,ó he 

continued òthey wouldnõt say a word, just act up.  Like the 

trout who doesnõt rise for your fly, he doesnõt tell you what is 

wrong with your fly, too big, too small, wrong color.  I just 

keep casting until I get a hit.ó 

òHow is that like your kids?ó  I queried while casting 

downstream. 

òWell, we tried to set patterns of talking even when they 

werenõt, reading our Bibles when they were around, praying at 

Godõs Peace,                                                                    

Pastor Dave 

Please join us for Christianiaõs Menõs Breakfast and Fellowship time! 

We meet the first Friday of each month (except through the 

summer) at 6:15ñ7:00 a.m. at church.  Come prepared to enjoy a 

light breakfast, juice and coffee, while we socialize and share in an 

informative and fun fellowship time.  We will meet Friday, May 7.                                                                  

Contact Pastor Dave or Lucky Rimpila if interested or just show up! 

Menõs Breakfast & Fellowship Time 

dinnertime and adding something or someone in our prayers.ó  

Pete missed a strike.  òThere at least I know I have the right 

pattern!ó 

òHow did you know if the 

pattern worked at home?ó I 

asked. 

Pete took an unusually long 

moment of reflection and a 

couple of casts before he 

continued.  òWhen my sonõs 

best friend was killed in the 

car accident when he was 

19, then he was ready to talk 

about faith.  Maybe he would 

have eventually started 

talking about it, but the 

tragedy shook him up pretty 

badly.ó 

òSo what did you say to him?ó  I inquired. 

òI really donõt remember.  It probably had little to do with 

what I said at the time and more do with those patterns we 

set.ó  The piscator hooked into the nice 12 inch Brown Trout 

and continued talking while he played the fish into his net.  

òYes, I think it had little to do with what I said because after 

that he picked up his Bible for the first time in years and 

started to read.ó 

òFaith is caught more than it is taughtó                                 

Principle 4 of 5 of Passing on Vibrant Faith.  



Brian SmithñStewardship Commission 
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Christiania Lutheran Church  
26691 Pillsbury Avenue Lakeville, MN 55044 

Office Hours  

9:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.      Tuesday - Friday 

Telephone Numbers  

Office          952-461-2283 
Fax          952-461-4182         

Email    Kframe@ChristianiaLutheranChurch.org 

Web Address  

www.ChristianiaLutheranChurch.org 

Christiania Staff  

Dave Mesaros          Senior Pastor 

Nancy L.H. Brown     Associate Pastor 

Karen Frame        Office Manager 

Harold Martin               Custodian 

Tom Carlson Worship/Music Coordinator 

Britta Dumke       Youth Director 

Staci Thompson            Web-site/Newsletter 

Other Contacts  

Jon Heimarck    Council President 

Cheryl Schindeldecker              Altar Guild 

Debbie Lundeen         Bells Director 

Lori Clausen       Choir Director 

Linda Otto     Church Women (CLCW) 

Angie Brantner     Sunday School Superintendent 

Marv Erickson         Usher Co-Coordinator 

Daryl Rieck         Usher Co-Coordinator 

What would you think if you saw that in the local paper?  What?  Are you Kidding?  That 

canõt happen!  No way! 

Youõre right.  It canõt happen!  Christiania has been preaching Godõs word without fail for 

153 years and it isnõt about to stop! 

However, what is about to stop is the consistent attendance and offerings of some members 

and visitors.  No news flash here, it happens every summer.  When our members get into 

summer vacation mode they take their wallets and checkbooks with them.  The 

temperatures go up and offering goes down. 

In the past weõve been able to cover the summer slowdown with our savings.  But last year 

some unfortunate personal and church economic issues resulted in our savings being 

reduced to bare bones.  Now we are even more mindful of the generosity of our members 

and visitors and what their gifts do to keep the doors open, lights and air conditioning on, 

the good news preached, the music flowing, the telephones ringing, and the planning 

continued for all the activities for young and mature alikeñin addition to Christianiaõs 

generosity that reaches beyond our walls. 

While we believe in the engraving on our national currency òIn God We Trust,ó we just 

want to remind everyone that God likes his people to do their part too.  Remember, God 

didnõt build the ark for Noah and Jesus had disciples to help with His preaching and miracles! 

One fact is that if the giving pattern of 2009 repeats itself, we will have to borrow almost 

$32,000 to get us through until October.  While weõre confident that the usual high level of 

giving in December will allow us to pay off that debt by the end of the year, we will 

potentially incur an interest expense estimated at $1,000. 

To absorb that cost we couldñgo without organ or piano music for two months; or have no 

electricity for 3 months; or go 5 months without telephone service; or cut back on the 

support provided to kids going to bible camp; or reduce our support to a number of local 

and worldwide programs. 

Certainly we would do none of the above but to avoid that expense there are some things we ask you to considerñpray for our 

congregation, our members and visitors, and yourself about this issue.  God listens to òp-mailó (prayer mail); attend worship as often as 

you can and invite a friend or neighborñeveryone needs encouragement though the word of God all year long; consider making your 

offering at the beginning of the month for the full month or for the entire summer; enroll in electronic giving through òSimply Giving.ó  

Contact the church office for details and forms; give with your credit card by logging onto www.GiveMN.org (search for Christiania and 

follow the prompts); your bank may allow online òBank-to-Bankó transfers; if you usually make a special gift in December, consider 

making it in the summer!  (Beat the Christmas rush!); if you are able to make an additional gift above your regular offering--Glory 

Hallelujah!  If youõre doing all you can, or your circumstances are such that you need to put your household ahead of Christiania, your 

offering of prayer is all we ask and our prayers are with you! 

We thank you and value your prayers, involvement, and financial supportñalways!  As a family of believers we believe in Godõs grace 

and abundant love, we believe in the ministry and mission of this wonderful congregation to our membership, the community and the 

world.  We work together as a òfamilyó supporting one another and doing our share. 

Extra!  Extra!  Extra Good News!  God is with youñeveryday and everywhere! 

Christiania to go on Summer Vacation              

http://www.christianialutheranchurch.org
mailto:dmesaros@christianialutheranchurch.org
mailto:nbrown@christianialutheranchurch.org
mailto:kframe@christianialutheranchurch.org
mailto:tcarlson001@luthersem.edu
mailto:bekmud21@gmail.com
mailto:sthompson@christianialutheranchurch.org
mailto:j.heimarck@mchsi.com
mailto:ottojs@frontiernet.net
mailto:angbrant@integra.net
mailto:meric@integra.net
mailto:rieckda@yahoo.com
http://www.givemn.org/


New Summer Worship Alternative 

During the month of June we will add a second 

service at 10:20 am and this service will be       

non-traditional.  The music, lyrics, liturgy, all new, 

all fresh!  Come, bring your friends,                                         

and help us make this a BIG SUCCESS!                                                          
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Our primary goal for 2010 is to keep our congregation informed of all 

the financial happenings within the church.  The Financial Review 

Committee has been busy discussing and implementing the following: 1. 

Instruction manuals have been written for each member of The Financial 

Review Committee; 2. A financial policy and procedure manual has been 

created for continual reference; 3. The 2010 budget has been monitored 

very closely.  The 1st quarter giving has been timely which has allowed us 

to stay within the proposed budget; 4. Stewardship Committee continues 

to research ideas for preventing possible shortfall of giving during the 

summer months. 

Members of the Financial Review Committee for 2010 are: Martha 

Donahoe, Robin Martin, Karen Frame, Al Godfrey, Cheryl Bahnsen, Sue 

Boerner, Brian Smith, Jon Heimarck, and Pastor Dave. 

We thank you for your support and prayers.  Where Christ is present in 

faith, the home is church, too.  If you ever have a question or concern, 

please let us know. 

Happy spring,  

The Financial Review Committee 

January  February  March  

Income $37,139.79 Income $34,543.75 Income $37,253.35 

Expenses $28,475.34 Expenses $25,062.24 Expenses $41,748.98 

Finance Corner Godly Active People 

There is a new social group at Christiania called GAP 

(Godly Active People).  We are not teenagers and we 

are not Senior Citizens, we are in the GAP.  This 

doesnõt mean that we still donõt deserve a night away 

every now and then.  Find a babysitter and join us! 

Men and Women in their 30õs and 40õs are invited to 

join us. 

We will meet the 3rd Friday of every month at a 

different restaurant.  We will meet for the first time on 

Friday, May 21 at 6:30 p.m. at Greenmill in Lakevilleñ

17733 Kenwood Trailñph. 435-8100. 

Sign-up sheets are on the kiosk and in the Sunday 

School wing. 

The òExpressions of  Vibrant Faithó exhibit was Sunday, April, 18 and many members shared their talent for expressing 

their faith in a variety of mediums.  Thanks to Lucky Rimpila and all who contributed to this exhibit.  The artists and crafters included 

Mary Ovansñquilting; rosemaling, painting; Daryl Rieckñclocks; Lucky Rimpilañstained glass, painting; David Rokkeñchip carving; 

Mary Lou Ruhñrosemaling, folk art; Brian Smithñthree-dimensional collage; Tia Smithñphotography, album-making; Staci 

Thompsonñcandles; Gladys Michelsenð cross-stitch; Bob Michelsenñwood candle holders. 


